
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Envisioning Margin” is the name of our 4-week stewardship sermon series, which has been 
designed to invite us to explore the faithful management of our resources in all aspects of our lives. Today’s 
sermon, “Money,” is the third in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday: 
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     8:30 p.m.  College Growth 
                        Group

October 18: Worshiping with 
Heart and Hands in the Garden

October 31: Trunk or Treat!

November 22: One Less Coat 
Drive and Operation Christmas 
Child Packing Party

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Connections: Jesus Class Informational
    An important informational meeting will take place 
next Sunday, October 25, at 10:05 a.m. in the Library. 
Anyone who is interested in helping members of our 
Aldersgate family get to church on Sunday mornings 
is welcome to attend. These individuals, for various 
reasons, are unable to drive themselves to church 
and need our help to get here! However, this is also so 
much more than simply driving people to church. It 
is an opportunity to invest in these individuals’ lives 
and form lasting friendships. If you are looking for a 
way to plug in at Aldersgate, I highly recommend you 
consider joining this team! Every Sunday morning, 
Pastor Amy reminds us that each of our presence in 

worship makes the community richer and fuller. When people are absent from worship, they are truly 
missed! The same is true for these friends of ours. They make Sunday mornings so much richer and fuller, 
and it would be sad to not have them with us. If you are interested in joining the team or would like more 
information, feel free to email me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 849-9122. Thank 
you! — Jessica Watson



Trunk or Treat: Sign-Up Today
     Trunk or Treat is right around the corner!  Thank you so much to all 
who have brought candy already! Trunk or Treat is a time when our 
whole church comes together to create a fun time for the children of 
our church, the Academy and the neighborhood. Historically, this is a 
well-attended event, and we can’t make it happen without everyone’s 
help! Trunk or Treat will be on Halloween, Saturday, October 31, 
from 5:30-7:00 p.m. You can help in a variety of ways. You can serve 
hotdogs, popcorn, cotton candy and cokes, monitor air castles, drive 
and supervise the train, and, of course, you can bring your cars, 
decorate your trunk (if you’d like) and pass out candy. I hope you’ll 
take a minute to look over the insert and sign up for a way you can 
serve this year. The insert will be in next week’s In Action as well. 
Or, you can email me at children@aldersgateabilene.org. The week 
before Halloween, I will send out an email to everyone who signs up  
to update you on the details. Thank you all for your willingness to 
serve in this way to help reach out to two of our mission field areas! 
— Alayna Brooks

Men’s Ministry: Get Off the Tee
    Some things in this life are hard. Really hard! Take slow-pitch softball for instance. Our church has a 
men’s team that plays on Monday nights and is really a lot of fun. But, don’t let the “soft” part fool you. These 
softballs are hard as rocks and even bigger than baseballs! Then, you have a grown man throwing them at 
you at speeds of up to 20 mph! 
    I think it would be much easier if we simply hit the ball off of a tee. There’s no reason to make things 
MORE difficult. Also, if instead of grown men, we could play against little league tee-ball teams, I’d feel a lot 
more comfortable. I know I’d be hitting even more homeruns than I am on pace for hitting right now…zero.
     Isn’t that a bit how we live in our day-to-day life with God? Rather than being pushed and stretched to 
the edge and beyond of our comfort zones, we want to control things and be comfortable in our walk. That’s 
not to say that we don’t take comfort in the love and grace of God, but we are called for so much more than 
being comfortable. We are called to love beyond 
limits and to take our light into the darkness. We 
are called to continue to grow as we answer the 
calling to be deeply devoted disciples of Jesus in 
a world that pulls us in the opposing directions.
   “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance 
have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.” -James 1:2-4
              — Daniel Mathis



Envisioning MARGIN: Money
I Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Jesus and Money?

The Garden (Genesis 1:26-3:24) 

Repentance (Matthew 4:17)

The Parable (Matthew 13:1-23)

Love (Matthew 22:34-40)

 The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil … I Timothy 6:10

Money and Margin:  The W up high and M down low….

 Gain all you can …

 Save all you can …

 Give all you can …

Getting Help:  www.daveramsey.com and beyond …

The love of money, we know, is the root of all evil; but not the thing itself.  The fault does not lie in the money, 
but in them that use it. It may be used ill: and what may not?  But likewise may be used well: it is full as 
applicable to the best, as to the worst uses.—John Wesley 



Envisioning MARGIN:  Money
Growth Group Questions 

Week 6: October 18-24, 2015
1. Why do you think that it is not “appropriate” to ask people how much money they 
    make or how much they spent on something?  Why is the subject of money 
    considered taboo?  
 

2. What is something good that money has bought for you, or when is money being used 
    at its best?  When is money being used at its worst?

3. What one new thing did you learn from the message this week that got your attention?

4. Why do you think Jesus talked about money and possessions more than anything else 
    (including love, heaven and hell), with the single exception being the kingdom of God?

5. Read John 12:1-6.  What does this passage say about Jesus’ relationship with money 
    relative to the facts that a) He entrusted a thief (Judas) with the financial resources of 
    his ministry and b) He commends a woman who appears to be reckless and wasteful 
    with something very valuable?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. What do you think some key indicators might be that we love money? 

7. Pastor Steve, with the help of John Wesley, talked about the fact that we should not 
    make all the money we can under several different circumstances.  What were they, 
    and which one really resonated with you?

8.What do you think are the largest barriers to saving money?  How can we overcome 
   them?

9. Pastor Steve said, “Giving generously and sacrificially is not only a gift to others but to 
    ourselves as well.”  What does he mean by this?  How does this connect to the fact that 
    we are created in God’s image?



College Ministry: Freshmen Growth Group
      Every Monday night around 7:30 p.m., a handful of freshmen college students attend a College Growth 
Group here at Aldersgate. Many of you may know the leader of this group, Carly Payne. Currently, Carly 
serves as the Youth Director at FUMC Clyde and as the Ministry Director at McMurry University. Since 
her first year in Abilene as a student at McMurry, Carly has participated within the Aldersgate community, 
specifically with the college ministry and with the Jesus Sunday School class. I am so thankful for Carly’s 
faithfulness and leadership, especially in regard to this freshman Growth Group. The group uses a curriculum 
series called ANIMATE: Faith to cultivate a space for personal reflection. Carly believes in the importance 
of this safe space for freshmen students, saying, “We need to form our own faith, which will ultimately be 
stronger than regurgitating someone else’s.” Perhaps this is especially true for freshmen students, who need a 
support system as they make the transition from 
living at home to being on their own for the first 
time. Carly also mentioned that she has noticed 
God working in the midst of the Growth Group 
as these students learn the important practice of 
vulnerability, which must be learned for the sake 
of forming a spiritual community. I hope you will 
join me in supporting Carly and this freshman 
Growth Group in prayer as they continue on 
their journey together. — Kyle Watson

Bowie: Parent Meeting on November 10
      One of the ways we support the teachers, staff and children at 
Bowie is by doing whatever we can to make it easy for the parents 
to attend functions and events that will benefit their families. Once 
or twice a year, the counselor at Bowie invites a speaker to share 
information with the parents about various relevant topics. In fact, 
many school counselors set up these kinds of meetings, and we are 
told that Bowie Elementary consistently has the highest turnout 
for two reasons: food and childcare. That’s where we come into the 
picture. We have been invited to assist with the parent meeting at 
Bowie on Tuesday November 10, during which time the parents 
will learn strategies to help their children improve their reading 
skills. We will serve a free meal to the parents and children at 5:30 
p.m. and then provide childcare during the meeting, which will take 
place from 6-6:30 p.m. Sisters and brothers, this is no small thing. 
Our presence at Bowie and our willingness to provide food and 
childcare make it possible for dozens of parents to remain involved 

and grow in their ability to participate in their children’s education. If you are interested in volunteering at 
this event, please contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. Thank you! 
Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       10.11.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $11,687.33
Received This Month-to-Date = $32,019.60
Received Year-to-Date = $613,055.73
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $36,857.60
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,645.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 194
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 162

Total Worship = 356
Sunday School = 164 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor Steve
We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word         

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Exodus 39-40
Leviticus 1-4
Leviticus 5-7
Leviticus 8-10
Leviticus 11-13
Leviticus 14-15
Leviticus 16-18

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

As you read through these passages 
this week, notice the common thread 
of giving. 
Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

I Timothy 6:6-19
Genesis 1:26-31
John 3:16-21
Luke 6:27-49
Malachi 3:1-12
II Corinthians 8:1-15
II Corinthians 9:6-15

    Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For 

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  — Luke 6:38
    We constantly are being invited to give our time and resources 
to worthy causes. In fact, our church community is being invited 
to consider prayerfully what percentage of our income we are 
going to give to the work of God here at Aldersgate in 2016. We are 
being asked to fill out an estimate of giving card and return it to 
worship next Sunday. This is part of our shared spiritual practice 
each October, to offer our finances intentionally to God as a means 
of being good stewards and faithfully discharging our mission and 
ministry in our community and beyond.
       Why do you give to worthy causes? Why do you give to Aldersgate?  
Why do you give?
    My wife, Alayna, and I give for many reasons. One of the main 
reasons we give (10%) is that we believe that Aldersgate, our local 
church, is making a big difference in the lives of others. We believe 
that God is using  all of us together to be agents of healing and 
restoration. We have grown as a result of the ministry of Aldersgate 
and have watched others grow as well. 
     Here is one example:

One year ago, my family and I received two sisters into our 
home. They are the fourth and fifth foster kids for which we 
have cared.  As of now, all options for family placement have 
been exhausted, and Child Protective Services is seeking to 
find an adoptive home for them. In her compassionate way, 
Alayna was trying to explain all of this to the girls. The 
10-year-old said, “I sure hope it is someone from your church 
because I love it, and even if they don’t go to Aldersgate, when 
I grow up, I’ll drive myself there and go the rest of my life.” 

    If this story is not an indicator of a great church that has a deep 
impact on people, I don’t know what is! Because we all are growing 
in our knowledge of God’s love and our capacity to love, people’s 
lives are being changed. That is one reason why we give to Aldersgate 
and why I humbly ask you to take seriously your invitation to give, 
as well.


